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Holy Communion   
 

 

 
 

Jesus said, “I am the good shepherd.  

The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep.”      

John 10: 11 
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The Greeting 

Grace, mercy and peace from God our Father 

and the Lord Jesus Christ be with you   

and also with you. 

 

Introduction and Notices 

Alleluia. Christ is risen. 

He is risen indeed. Alleluia. 

 

Praise the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

He has given us new life and hope. 

He has raised Jesus from the dead. 

 

Alleluia. Christ is risen. 

He is risen indeed. Alleluia. 

 

Hymn 

The Lord’s my shepherd, I’ll not want. 

He makes me down to lie 

in pastures green; he leadeth me 

the quiet waters by. 

 

My soul he doth restore again, 

and me to walk doth make 

within the paths of righteousness, 

e’en for his own name’s sake. 
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Yea, though I walk in death’s dark vale, 

yet will I fear no ill, 

for thou art with me and thy rod 

and staff me comfort still. 

 

Goodness and mercy all my life 

Shall surely follow me; 

And in God's house forever more 

My dwelling place shall be. 

 

Invitation to Confession 

Christ died to sin once for all, and now he lives to God. 

Let us renew our resolve to have done with all that is evil 

and confess our sins in penitence and faith.      cf Romans 6.10 

    

Confession 

Jesus Christ, risen Master and triumphant Lord, 

we come to you in sorrow for our sins, 

and confess to you our weakness and unbelief. 

 

We have lived by our own strength, 

and not by the power of your resurrection. 

In your mercy, forgive us. 

Lord, hear us and help us. 
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We have lived by the light of our own eyes, 

as faithless and not believing. 

In your mercy, forgive us. 

Lord, hear us and help us. 

 

We have lived for this world alone, 

and doubted our home in heaven. 

In your mercy, forgive us. 

Lord, hear us and help us. 

 

Absolution 

May the God of love and power 

forgive you and free you from your sins,  

heal and strengthen you by his Spirit,  

and raise you to new life in Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

 

Gloria in Excelsis: 

Glory to God, Glory to God, Glory to God in the highest.     

   

Glory to God in the highest,     

and peace to his people on earth.     

Lord God, heavenly King,     

almighty God and Father,     

we worship you, we give you thanks,     

we praise you for your glory.    

Glory to God, Glory to God, Glory to God in the highest.     
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Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father,     

Lord God, Lamb of God,     

you take away the sin of the world:     

have mercy on us;     

you are seated at the right hand of the Father:     

receive our prayer.     

Glory to God, Glory to God, Glory to God in the highest.     

 

For you alone are the Holy One,     

you alone are the Lord,     

you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ,     

with the Holy Spirit,     

in the glory of God the Father.     

Glory to God, Glory to God, Glory to God in the highest.  

 

The Collect 

Risen Christ, 
faithful shepherd of your Father’s sheep: 
teach us to hear your voice 
and to follow your command, 
that all your people may be gathered into one flock, 
to the glory of God the Father.  Amen. 
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First Reading 

Acts 4: 5-12 Peter and John testify to the elders and 

rulers in Jerusalem (pg. 117) 

This is the word of the Lord.   

Thanks be to God. 

 

Gradual Hymn  

The King of love my shepherd is, 

whose goodness faileth never. 

I nothing lack if I am his, 

and he is mine forever. 

 

Where streams of living water flow, 

my ransomed soul he leadeth; 

and where the verdant pastures grow, 

with food celestial feedeth. 

 

Perverse and foolish, oft I strayed, 

but yet in love he sought me; 

and on his shoulder gently laid, 

and home, rejoicing, brought me. 

 

In death's dark vale I fear no ill, 

with thee, dear Lord, beside me; 

thy rod and staff my comfort still, 

thy cross before to guide me. 
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Thou spreadst a table in my sight; 

thy unction grace bestoweth; 

and oh, what transport of delight 

from thy pure chalice floweth! 

 

And so through all the length of days, 

thy goodness faileth never; 

Good Shepherd, may I sing thy praise 

within thy house forever. 

 

Gospel Reading 

Alleluia, alleluia. 

I am the first and the last, says the Lord, and the living one; 

I was dead, and behold I am alive for evermore.  Alleluia. 

 

When the Gospel is announced, the reader says: 

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John.  

Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

John 10: 11-18  ‘I am the Good Shepherd’ (pg. 100) 

 

At the end:  

This is the Gospel of the Lord.   

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

Sermon – Revd. Emma Racklyeft 
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Affirmation of Faith 

Let us declare our faith 

in the resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

Christ died for our sins 

in accordance with the Scriptures; 

he was buried; 

he was raised to life on the third day 

in accordance with the Scriptures; 

afterwards he appeared to his followers, 

and to all the apostles: 

this we have received, 

and this we believe.  Amen. 

 

Alleluia.  Christ is risen. 

He is risen indeed.  Alleluia. 

 

Prayers of Intercession 

These responses may be used 

Jesus, Lord of life:  in your mercy, hear us. 

 

And at the end 

Merciful Father,  

accept these prayers for the sake of your Son,  

our Saviour Jesus Christ.  Amen. 
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Mission Prayer:  

God of Mission    

Who alone brings growth to your Church.    

Send your Holy Spirit    

to give vision to our planning,    

wisdom to our actions,    

and power to our witness.    

Help our church to grow in numbers,    

in spiritual commitment to you,    

and in service to our local community,    

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.   

 

The Peace 

Alleluia.  Christ has been raised from the dead.             
 

Peace be with you 

and also with you. 
 

Let us offer one another a sign of peace. 

All may exchange a sign of peace. 
 

Offertory Hymn  

I will sing the wondrous story 

Of the Christ who died for me. 

How He left His home in glory 

For the cross of Calvary. 
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I was lost, but Jesus found me, 

Found the sheep that went astray, 

Threw His loving arms around me, 

Drew me back into His way. 

 

I was bruised, but Jesus healed me; 

Faint was I from many a fall; 

Sight was gone, and fears possessed me, 

But He freed me from them all. 

Days of darkness still come o'er me, 

Sorrow's paths I often tread, 

But the Saviour still is with me; 

By His hand I'm safely led. 

 

He will keep me till the river 

Rolls its waters at my feet; 

Then He'll bear me safely over, 

Where the loved ones I shall meet. 

Yes, I'll sing the wondrous story 

Of the Christ who died for me, 

Sing it with the saints in glory, 

Gathered by the crystal sea. 

 

Preparation of the Table 

The gifts of the people may be gathered and presented.   

The table is prepared, and bread and wine are placed upon it.   
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A prayer may be offered: 

Yours, Lord, is the greatness, the power, the glory,  

the splendour and the majesty;  

for everything in heaven and on earth is yours. 

All things come from you,  

and of your own do we give you. 

 

Eucharistic Prayer 

The Lord is here. 

His Spirit is with us. 

      

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 

      

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God 

It is right to give thanks and praise. 

 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 

always and everywhere to give you thanks, 

almighty and eternal Father, 

and in these days of Easter 

to celebrate with joyful hearts 

the memory of your wonderful works. 
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For by the mystery of his passion 

Jesus Christ, your risen Son, 

has conquered the powers of death and hell 

and restored in men and women the image of your glory. 

He has placed them once more in paradise 

and opened to them the gate of life eternal. 

 

And so, in the joy of this Passover, 

earth and heaven resound with gladness, 

while angels and archangels and the powers of all creation 

sing for ever the hymn of your glory: 

 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 

heaven and earth are full of your glory.  

Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest. 

      

Lord, you are holy indeed, the source of all holiness; 

grant that by the power of your Holy Spirit, 

and according to your holy will, these gifts of bread and wine 

may be to us the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ; 

 

Who, in the same night that he was betrayed, 

took bread and gave you thanks; 

he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
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Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; 

do this in remembrance of me. 

 

In the same way, after supper 

he took the cup and gave you thanks; 

he gave it to them, saying: 

Drink this, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, 

which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 

Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me. 

 

Jesus Christ is Lord: 

Lord, by your cross and resurrection  

you have set us free. 

You are the Saviour of the world. 

 

And so, Father, calling to mind his death on the cross, 

his perfect sacrifice made once for the sins of the whole 

world; 

rejoicing in his mighty resurrection and glorious ascension, 

and looking for his coming in glory,  

we celebrate this memorial of our redemption. 

 

As we offer you this our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving, 

we bring before you this bread and this cup 

and we thank you for counting us worthy 

to stand in your presence and serve you. 
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Send the Holy Spirit on your people 

and gather into one in your kingdom 

all who share this one bread and one cup, 

so that we, in the company of all the saints, 

may praise and glorify you for ever, 

through Jesus Christ our Lord; 

 

by whom, and with whom, and in whom, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

all honour and glory be yours, almighty Father, 

for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Let us pray with confidence as our Saviour taught us: 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name;  
thy kingdom come;  
thy will be done;  
on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our trespasses,  
as we forgive those who trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation;  
but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom,  
the power and the glory,  
for ever and ever.  Amen. 
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Breaking of the Bread 
The President breaks the bread. 
We break this bread  
to share in the body of Christ. 
Though we are many, we are one body,  
because we all share in one bread. 
 
Giving of Communion 
Draw near with faith.   
Receive the body of our Lord Jesus Christ    
which he gave for you,    
and his blood which he shed for you.   
Eat and drink in remembrance that he died for you,   
and feed on him in your hearts by faith with thanksgiving. 

 
The President and people receive Communion. 

During the distribution hymns/songs may be sung. 
 
Songs: 
The Lord's my Shepherd I'll not want 
He makes me lie in pastures green 
He leads me by the still, still waters 
His goodness restores my soul: 
   

And I will trust in You alone 
And I will trust in You alone 
For Your endless mercy follows me 
Your goodness will lead me home 
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He guides my ways in righteousness 
And He anoints my head with oil 
And my cup it overflows with joy 
I feast on His pure delights: 
  
And though I walk the darkest path 
I will not fear the evil one 
For You are with me, and Your rod and staff 
Are the comfort I need to know: 
 

 
Behold the Lamb who bears our sins away, 
Slain for us: and we remember: 
The promise made that all who come in faith 
Find forgiveness at the cross. 
So we share in this Bread of life, 
And we drink of His sacrifice, 
As a sign of our bonds of peace 
Around the table of the King. 
 
The body of our Saviour, Jesus Christ, 
Torn for you: eat and remember 
The wounds that heal, the death that brings us life, 
Paid the price to make us one. 
So we share in this Bread of Life, 
And we drink of His sacrifice 
As a sign of our bonds of love 
Around the table of the King. 
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The blood that cleanses every stain of sin, 
Shed for you: drink and remember 
He drained death’s cup that all may enter in 
To receive the life of God. 
So we share in this Bread of Life, 
And we drink of His sacrifice, 
As a sign of our bonds of grace 
Around the table of the King. 
 
And so with thankfulness and faith 
We rise to respond: and to remember 
Our call to follow in the steps of Christ 
As His body here on earth. 
As we share in His suffering, 
We proclaim: Christ will come again! 
And we’ll join in the feast of heaven 
Around the table of the King. 
 
Prayer After Communion 
Father of all, we give you thanks and praise, 
that when we were still far off 
you met us in your Son and brought us home. 
Dying and living, he declared your love, 
gave us grace and opened the gate of glory. 
 
May we who share Christ's body live his risen life; 
we who drink his cup bring life to others; 
we whom the Spirit lights give light to the world. 
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Keep us firm in the hope you have set before us, 
so we and all your children shall be free, 
and the whole earth live to praise your name; 
through Christ our Lord.   Amen. 
 
Hymn 
Thine be the glory, Risen, conquering Son, 
Endless is the victory Thou o'er death hast won; 
Angels in bright raiment, rolled the stone away, 
Kept the folded grave-clothes, where thy body lay. 

 
Thine be the glory, 
Risen, conquering Son; 
Endless is the victory 
Thou o'er death hast won! 

 
Lo, Jesus meets us, risen from the tomb; 
Lovingly he greets us, scatters fear and gloom; 
Let the Church with gladness, hymns of triumph sing, 
For her Lord now liveth, death hath lost its sting. 
 
No more we doubt thee, glorious Prince of life; 
Life is naught without thee: Aid us in our strife; 
Make us more than conquerors, through thy deathless love; 
Bring us safe through Jordan, to thy home above: 
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Blessing 
Christ the good shepherd,  
who laid down his life for the sheep,  
draw you and all who hear his voice,  
to be one flock within one-fold;  
and the blessing of God almighty,  
The Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,  
be among you and remain with you always.  Amen. 
 
 
Dismissal 
We are raised to new life with Christ. 
Go in his peace.  Alleluia, alleluia. 
Thanks be to God.    Alleluia, alleluia. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Please join us for refreshments, which will be served in the 
church hall after this service.   
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